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The role of Azerbaijan in the Euro-Atlantic Energy Security 
 

 
 
Dr. Farhad Mammadov 
 
Director, Center for Strategic Studies of Azerbaijan 

 
Since regaining its independence Azerbaijan is pursuing its energy policy set up in 90s which 
started with opening up Caspian hydrocarbon resources to the Western oil majors. It wanted 
to become an important energy exporter country to the European consumers and play a crucial 
role in European energy security. This policy of the country goes in line with the Euro-
Atlantic energy security concept which considers the necessity to maximize the imports of 
non-Russian gas via non-Russian controlled territory, so as to establish a fourth route of 
supply diversification following Russia, Norway and Northern Africa in case of gas as well as 
via Azerbaijan to bring vast Central Asian energy resources to the Western markets.  
 
Azerbaijan has been very careful to avoid antagonizing Russia and Iran while unmistakably 
deepening ties with the West. It has proven to be a reliable partner in energy deals, not 
reneging on its promises. In the direction of the West, Baku still has tried to diversify, 
reaching deals with as many Western companies and countries as possible, and investing in 
alternative routes. Finally, after successfully transporting its oil to the open sea via Georgia 
and Turkey, Azerbaijan is trying to replicate this success in the natural gas market. The 
country is going beyond what it has learned with oil and is trying to become an independent 
leader and to contribute more to the process. 
 
Successfully pursuing the energy strategy established in the 1990s, Azerbaijan has already 
reached its goal of maximum benefit from oil exports, guaranteeing the flow of petrodollars to 
the country. With its oil strategy successfully realized, Azerbaijan has begun to pursue its 
strategic goals related to gas export policy; it is currently the only country in the region 
developing its promising gas fields based on PSAs, and so the country has been designated as 
an “enabler of- and contributor to” the Southern Gas Corridor by the EU.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Energy Security in the wider Black Sea Area 
 

 

Dr Zefi DIMADAMA, Director General of International Centre for Black Sea Studies 
(ICBSS), Greece  

 
The Black Sea area and its surrounding countries have long been considered as a crossroad of 

geography, civilization and ethnicity. Interaction between the Black Sea states has been intense and nowadays, 

that dynamic is growing even stronger due to the crucial matter of energy. In this specific region, energy security 

has emerged as a key factor for the stability and development of the broader Black Sea states, influencing their 

policies significantly. Therefore, it is important to understand what the term “energy security” consists of; why it 

is important; what are the challenges it faces and how it could be maintained in the long run.  

Energy security is multidimensional and includes, for states, the access to energy, the ability to acquire 

and to maintain adequate supplies of energy at affordable prices, the ability of producing energy in secure 

infrastructures, the ability to transfer energy via secure, diversified routes and finally the ability to cope with any 

unexpected problem that might occur in any of the above mentioned.  

The importance of energy security is evident for every state. Energy drives the global economy and 

increases the power of countries that possess energy resources. On the other hand however, it is important to 

underline the global significance of the Black Sea area as a valuable natural asset. Within this framework, the 

time is right to focus on the environmental aspect of energy; to broaden the “energy puzzle” so it includes the 

crucial factor of environment as a pivotal aspect of energy security. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monitoring and Evaluating Important Resources-Management and Planning the Results 

 
 
Mr Mirza ASGAROV, Head of Civil Defence forces training department, Ministry of 
Emergency Situation, Azerbaijan Republic 

 

 
The most typical case of emergency on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

relates to natural disasters such as earthquakes, flooding, landslides, forest and steppe fires 
and also avalanche in mountains.  Besides, there is a high probability of losses from other 
natural catastrophes such as technological disasters, traffic accidents, chemical poisoning and 
radioactive radiation. 

Civil defense responsibilities 
Eliminate the consequences of emergencies and protection of population in Azerbaijan 

is provided in accordance with Decree No. 700, which was signed by the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan based on the requirements of "Civil Defense" law.   

The protection of population from emergencies in case of war and peace is the primary 
responsibility of the Ministry of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Civil Defense. 
           Planning Civil Defense; In order to prevent the consequences of emergency cases, the 
beginning of war and the usage of various types of mass destruction weapons, specific 
measures are taken in cities and regions in accordance with “Civil Defense” plans.   
The main objectives of the Civil Defense are:   Civil Defense encompasses the following 
objectives: 

1. Taking measures in order to prevent emergency cases  
2. Minimizing the possible losses and damages of emergency cases 
3. Eliminating the consequences of emergency cases 

Measures to protect the civilian population in emergency cases;   The complex of 
measures taken by civil defence during the peace time includes the following:  

1. Informing the public about expected disaster in advance 
2. Training the population on civil defense 
3. Using protective investment 
4. Protecting the population from radiation and chemical poisoning 
5. Resettling the population from hazardous zones  

 Civil defense forces; Non-military civil defense objects should be located in accordance to 
producing area principle in cities, towns, and farms 

  Risk management principles; Principle of expected activities 
1. Principle of optimization of the protection 
2. Principle of new integrated complete assessment  
3. Principle of sustainability of ecology system 

 
 



"Critical Energy Infrastructure Protection in Turkey: Linking NATO and the Caspian 
Region Countries"? 

  

 
 
Dr. Mtat Çelikpala, Kadir Hash University, Turkey  

 
  

The increasing importance of energy security makes it necessary to assess the issue of Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Protection (CEIP) in Turkey. Energy security takes its place in policymakers’ agenda as it is 
analyzed in economic, security and environmental terms, based on the developments in the global energy 
market. 
 
Therefore, while changes and regularities in the global energy market necessitate new struggles and 
countermeasures for establishing energy security, Turkey’s position in a region rich with energy resources 
brings CEIP to the forefront, in terms of ensuring energy supply and diversity to transport routes. For this 
reason, CEIP is critical concerning Turkey’s aforementioned goal for regional and inter-regional energy 
security.  
 
Amongst Turkey’s other critical energy infrastructure elements (electricity transmission lines, dams, etc.), 
pipelines that enable the import and export of oil and natural gas are of strategic value for establishing both 
regional and inter-regional energy security in the context of economics, security and the environment. In 
sum, the increasing value of energy security on a domestic and international level, and Turkey’s 
geostrategic position of reliably and continuously meeting the needs of the countries that have energy 
demand, necessitates an analysis of CEIP in Turkey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Protection of Critical Energy Infrastructure on the Caspian 

Sea 
 

Mr Elkhan HASHIMOV 
 Director of Fuel and Energy Resources Department, Ministry of Industry and Energy 
of Azerbaijan Republic  

 
Azerbaijan’s energy policy is based on two state programs: the State Program of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan on the Development of the Fuel-Energy Complex 
(2005-2015) and the State Program on Exploitation of Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Sources. 

 
In addition, Memorandum of Understanding on Energy Strategy was signed 
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the EU in November 2006. Growing 
influence of Azerbaijan in energy sector both on regional and global levels 
demonstrates the role of Azerbaijan as a bridge between Europe and Asia.  
 
Joint Declaration “Southern Gas Corridor ” that signed by the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and the President of  European 
Commission Jose Manuel Barroso in January 2011 has opened new perspectives 
to the transportation of gas from Caspian basin to European market.  

 
Some projects on transportation of produced energy products in European 
countries are implemented, and it is expected to reach large-scale cooperation in 
this field. 
Baku-Tbilisi-Jeyhan oil pipeline, which has already been exporting 201,1 
million ton oil since 2006, is a good example of it. Another example is the South 
Caucasus Pipeline, which is operating since 2007. This pipeline was constructed 
to transport produced gas from Baku through territory of Georgia to Erzurum 
city in Turkey. 24.6 billion cubic meters of gas have been transported since its 
operating.  
 

 
    
 



 

Global Climate Change - Environment and Safety 
 

  
 
Gulmalı Suleymanov, The Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources  National 
Hydrometeorology Department of the  Climate Change and Ozone Center  
 
Today the most challenging problem of the world is global climate change. The 
consequences of global climate change are already noticeable. According to the 
fourth report of inter-governmental Expert Group on Climate Change, the 
average annual temperature has increased by 0.80 ° C, the level of the Ocean 
raised on 15-25 cm and depth of heating level of the ocean has reached 3000 
meter.   
 
According to the report, approximately 1,6Vt/m2 excessive energy warms up the 
Ocean and the Earth's surface.  Only 1/5 part of energy are produced due to the 
natural factors as the rest of it has anthropogenic origin. The main result of 
anthropogenic influences is Greenhouse Gases Emission on the upper level of 
troposphere. These have increased the concentration of carbon dioxide by 1.4 
times, the concentration of methane gas twice and the concentration of nitrogen 
1-oxide by 20-25% during last 100 years. In addition, since the 1950s, the 
concentration of hydrochlorofluorocarbons began increasing in the atmosphere. 
 
Azerbaijan is also influenced by global climate change. The average annual 
temperature has  increased on 0, 4-1,30 C. Growing temperature is distributed on 
the regions unequally. The average temperature on the Greater Caucasus has 
increased on 1,1-1,30C.  The strength and number of floods on small rivers in 
mountains has also increased over the past 10 years. The main reason for it has 
been falling of monthly precipitation norms during several days. As a result of 
flooding of Kura and Araz rivers many villages and corn fields was destroyed 
and cattle perished in 2003 and in 2010. As a result of the strong winds in this 
area, electrical and communication lines were cut. 
 
 
 



 
 

Global energy security in the light of regional energy security 

 
Mr İlham SHABAN, Director, Oil Studies Research Center from Azerbaijan  
 

There are three exporting oil pipeline in Azerbaijan: Baku-Tbilisi-Jeyhan (with the capacity of 
60 million tons per year), Baku-Supsa (with the capacity of 7,5 million ton per year),Baku-
Novorosiysk (with the capacity of  5 million ton per year).Total export capacity of 
Azerbaijani oil pipelines 72,5 million tons. However, according to the results of the current 
year, Azerbaijan will be able to transport only 35 million ton of its oil on the world market. 
Additionally, 2, 5 million ton of Turkmen oil will be transported through Baku-Tbilisi-Jeyhan 
pipeline. Therefore, the pipeline is used only half of its capacity. It means that Azerbaijan has 
big opportunities, and Azerbaijanis able to use them maximally. From this point, taking into 
consideration the energy resources on the right shore of the Caspian basin, setting long-term 
projects on favorable cooperation and becoming Energy Center can benefit us a lot.   
If we take into consideration primary position on the Caspian Sea, the Black Sea and the 
South Caucasus region above mentioned idea has a lot of perspectives, and it is going to have 
positive influence on the developing of Azerbaijan and other countries in the region. Because 
exporting of carbon hydrogen is not only the issue of energy security, but also an important 
element in reinforcing national security. In this regard, the implementing project on regional 
level Azerbaijan contributes to the security on global sense.   
In fact, today the second phase of “Shah-Deniz” project become a global route,which can be 
better described as a  “East-West” gas infrastructure.  Because it is expected  to construct 3 
pipelines(through the territory of Azerbaijan, through the territory  of Turkey and through the  
territory of Europe) within  this mega project, and also to enlarge an existed pipeline on the 
territory of Georgia.   Three more pipelines can be added in the future (the Transcaspian 
pipeline, the East-West gas pipeline in Turkmenistan, the Transcaspain pipeline in 
Kazakhstan).All of these are only draft projects. However, if the gas resources and its 
customers exist, then one day this gas will be reached its buyers. Our route is the most optimal 
way for European market. In this case, why shouldn’t Azerbaijan suggest its infrastructure 
and its advanced logistics capabilities? Of course, the issue is again the role of Azerbaijan as a 
linking bridge between East and West.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Emerging Security Challenges 
 
 
Dr Liviu MURESAN, Executive president of EURISK 
Foundation, Romania 

 
 
  
The NATO Energy Security Centre of Excellence (NATO 
ENSEC COE) was established on 10 July, 2012 in Vilnius. 

Establishment documents were signed by representatives from NATO Transformation 
Command, Lithuania, Italy, Latvia, Turkey, France and Estonia. The USA plans to join COE 
just after the Centre’s accreditation procedures are completed, Norway and Great Britain plan 
to participate in its activity by sending experts for the implementation of concrete projects. It 
is expected that in the future Poland and maybe some other NATO member states as well as 
partner countries will join Centre’s activities in some capacity.  
 
NATO ENSEC COE is tasked to support the military capability development process, as well 
as the efficiency of military missions and interoperability. In other words new institution is 
seen as the one which will provide qualified and appropriate expert advice on questions of 
operational energy security. Collaboration with NATO member-states and partners is planned 
to involve technical, scientific and academic research, risk evaluation and analysis, as well as 
recommendations and proposals in the sphere of operational energy security.  
 
The application of alternative energy resources in warfare, the development of technology that 
increases efficiency, integration of the energy factor into exercises and trainings and the 
strengthening of energy security and critical energy infrastructure protection will all be 
reflected in the Program of Work of the new institution. In this regard NATO ENSEC COE 
today invites key leaders, long-term planners, institutions and persons capable and willing to 
contribute to information on operational energy security gathering and sharing, also willing to 
conduct research and experiments or simply to get better understanding of what NATO is 
doing in the area of energy security and why, to approach the Center and become valuable 
partners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Critical infrastructure aspects of energy security: 
Azerbaijan and regional context 

 
 

Bakhtiyar Aslanbayli 
Professor of Security and Energy Policy 

Baku State University 

 
 
 
Following its independence from the Soviet Union, in 1990s Azerbaijan started to implement 
an independent oil and gas strategy, which led to an extraordinary amount of international 
investment flowing into the oil and gas sector.  As a result of those investments and close 
cooperation with international oil companies Azerbaijan managed to build up sound energy 
infrastructure.  Today, Azerbaijan’s best in class energy infrastructure is critical not only for 
country itself and the South Caucasus and Caspian regions, but also for the Europe, where 
some of the final consumers are. Therefore, assuring the security of that energy infrastructure 
becomes even more important.  
 
The corner stone of NATO’s activities - the principle of collective defence from the armed 
attack stipulated by Article 5 of North Atlantic Treaty applies to the member countries only. 
Of  course,  realization of the security guarantee in the format of the Article 5 is not realistic 
for both sides.  Relations with partner countries are regulated mainly under Article 4 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty – “The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of any of 
them, the territorial integrity, political independence or security of any of the Parties is 
threatened.” But “consultations” meant in the Article 4 may not be satisfactory for the 
neutralization of existing security threats in decisive moments.   
 
For this reason, we are in need of the new “Article 4.5” format.  This format can be agreed in 
the mid of existing format between NATO member countries (“an attack against one state 
shall be considered an attack against all”) and “consultation” format between NATO and 
partner countries. The new format could be realised by signing an Individual Security 
(Partnership) Agreement between Azerbaijan and NATO. With the signing of such agreement 
Azerbaijan can gain additional guaranties vital for its security, NATO member countries can 
declare their interests in the security of critical energy infrastructure in the region which are of 
vital importance for their energy supply, also NATO can seriously strengthen its positions in 
the South Caucasus.  
 



 
 

The NATO Energy Security Centre of Excellence (NATO ENSEC COE): planned 
activities and importance for NATO - South Caucasus cooperation 

 

 
 
 
Dr Arunas MOLIS, Head of Strategic Analysis and Research Division, The 
Energy Security Center under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Lithuania  

 
 

 Security is a vital component of regional development, and greater economic integration will aggravate 
the risks associated with the functioning of societies in a complex security environment, especially the risks that 
have a transborder element which national strategies seldom take into account.  
 A pillar of security is the protection of critical infrastructures, at local, national, and regional level. The 
importance of critical infrastructures has long been established, but there is a growing awareness of the extent to 
which they are interconnected and the danger inherent in such a complex and interdependent system. Disruption 
in one area can precipitate failure in another, and another, with a domino effect that can have substantial 
repercussions not just in terms of material damage, but also business continuity and quality of life.  
 Critical infrastructures range from industrial assets, to transportation grids, energy production and 
transmission, food and water supplies, and to administration, healthcare and education. A paradigm shift is 
underway, in which infrastructure security ceases to be performed on a case by case basis and will take on an 
integrated view of the system of systems on which modern economies have come to rely.  
 The European Union has recognized the importance of critical infrastructure protection and also the fact 
that natural corridors of transportation, such as the Caspian Sea – Black Sea region ,the Danube,a.o. are also 
corridors of risk transmission and, consequently, of risk and security governance.   
 Critical infrastructure protection and its associated field of study, infranomics, deal not only with 
present systems, but also offer the means to design future systems with greater security in mind. Sustainable 
development refers not only to the environment and other classic concerns, but also to security, to understanding 
and having the resources and tools to manage risks before they even become an issue. The security footprint of 
the Caspian Sea will depend on how various regional projects are designed from a security perspective and, in 
the end, the region will only be as safe or as prosperous as its critical infrastructures will allow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


