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International Workshop 
 

Ensuring energy security in the Caspian basin and  
NATO’s role in protecting critical energy infrastructure  

Baku, November 22, 2012 
                                   

Opening speech by H.E. Mr. Daniel Cristian CIOBANU,  
Ambassador of Romania to Azerbaijan 

 
Distinguished audience, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to open this workshop today, which – I am 

convinced - will bring added value to the discussions held around the topic 

of energy security.  

In my capacity of Ambassador of Romania, which plays the role of NATO 

Contact Point Embassy (CPE) in the Republic of Azerbaijan, I think that this 

workshop represents an excellent occasion for all us to focus on the 

challenges, risks and threats to energy security and the critical energy 

infrastructure protection. The event represents a good opportunity both for 

Azerbaijani officials, foreign and local experts and NATO representatives to 

present official positions and existing expectations in this regard. 

As CPE, we consider that workshop should focus mainly on: 

- studying the experiences of NATO and its member states, and seeking 

ways to apply best national practices in the field of protection of critical 

energy infrastructure within the region;  

- raising awareness among Allies and Partners countries regarding energy 

security issues in Caspian region and facilitating expertise exchanges in 

this area;  
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- addressing issues connected to energy security and bringing together 

officials and experts to share best practices on the protection of critical 

energy infrastructure and provide analysis on energy-related issues; 

In its capacity of NATO Contact Point Embassy (CPE) in the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, Romania welcomes the interest of Azerbaijan in cooperation 

with NATO and within the EAPC framework. Of great importance is the 

support of Azerbaijan for the NATO operation in Afghanistan, as part of its 

contribution to the antiterrorist war, and for ensuring the transit route of 

supply through its territory for ISAF transports. The ongoing reforms within 

Azerbaijani Armed Forces, ensuring ecological security through cleaning 

the environment of mine and unexploded ordinances represent other 

dimensions of cooperation between Azerbaijan and NATO.  

Starting from 1 January 2009 Romania performs the responsibility of NATO 

Contact Point Embassy (CPE) in the Republic of Azerbaijan for two 

consecutive mandates, covering 2009-2010 and 2011-2012 years. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Among other topics, energy security is of outmost actuality for Azerbaijan 

and neighboring countries, where I believe we can explore new ways for 

enhancing the cooperation between NATO and partners from the Wider 

Black Sea-Caspian area. Romania has committed itself to supporting 

energy projects that can ensure alternative lines of energy supply to 

Europe.  

Romania has pledged for a broader and more comprehensive reflection of 

energy security issue within NATO Strategic Concept. We appreciate that 

the importance of ensuring energy security was underscored within this key 

document endorsed by Allies in November 2010. The 13th paragraph of the 

NATO Strategic Concept recognizes the increased dependence of states 
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on “vital communication, transport and transit routes on which energy 

security, international trade and prosperity depends”. In this regard, Allies 

agreed “to develop the capacity to contribute to energy security, including 

protection of critical energy infrastructure and transit areas and lines, 

cooperation with partners, and consultations among Allies on the basis of 

strategic assessments and contingency planning”.  

Intensified economic, political and energy cooperation among NATO 

members and partner countries in the Black Sea and Caspian Sea area 

presents an important strategic interest for the entire Euro-Atlantic 

community and beyond. Promoting cooperation with South Caucasus 

states is also a major EU objective, which Romania has supported and will 

continue to advocate, within such frameworks as provided by Black Sea 

Synergy and Eastern Partnership. In this respect, we welcome the dynamic 

relations that Azerbaijan is building at the same time with the EU and 

NATO.  

 

Distinguished audience, 

Talking about current and future cooperation in ensuring energy security 

and stability of supply in the region offers to me a good opportunity to refer 

also to other dimensions of Azerbaijan relations with NATO. The political 

dialogue with the Alliance, including the meetings at the highest level, cover 

a wide range of issues. The meetings taking place this year proved that 

Azerbaijan acts as a credible and committed partner of the Alliance.  

As CPE, we consider that Azerbaijan is an important Partner of the Alliance 

and NATO is an important partner for Azerbaijan. Efforts to implement the 

IPAP commitments were visible this year. For capitalization of existing 

potential of cooperation, it is of high importance an active participation of 

related state institutions in implementation of IPAP objectives, along with 

the involvement of civil society. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me conclude by underlying that close cooperation of Azerbaijan with 

the Alliance is beneficial to the stability and security of the Wider Black Sea 

– Caspian area, encouraging also fast development of energy projects and 

joint initiatives among countries sharing similar tasks and objectives. As a 

NATO and EU member, Romania is determined to further promote and 

actively support Azerbaijan’s efforts to enhance its relations with the 

European and Euro-Atlantic institutions.  

Thank you for your attention.  

 


