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* * *  

Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentleman.  

It’s been a pleasure to be part of this event.  

My name is Huseyn Panahov and I represent NATO International School of Azerbaijan, well known in 

Azerbaijan as NISA. Main purpose of our organization is to build capacity for peace and stability in the 

Caucasus region. And we believe that it is essential to inform people about potential sources of conflict, 

because people cannot protect themselves from unknown sources of threat. So, we’re happy that such 

an event is taking place here in Baku, today.   

I was one of the last to join this event as a speaker and when I looked through the list of topics I found 

that all the issues related to energy security are already covered. However, I would like to draw 

attention to and emphasize one important aspect of energy security: responsibility for securing energy 

supply. In energy industry, customer is interested in the protection of energy supply facilities as much as 

the producer, because it is hard to find alternative sources and reliable partners. So, any hazard to 

energy supply from Caspian basin is threatening energy security of Euro-Atlantic countries. It’s needless 

to discuss the importance of access to reliable sources of energy for economic stability and military 

functionality. I’ll just say that it is in the national security interests of Euro-Atlantic countries to protect 

energy supply from Caspian region.   

As a result of communist past, Caspian region energy resources have been over-looked, compared to the 

Middle East. However, it is important not to forget that Caspian region is essential not only because of 

its vast energy reserves, but also because of its value as an alternative source of energy. The overall cost 

of the oil reserves in the Caspian basin is estimated to be worth more than $10 trillion. Unfortunately, 

currently countries located on the eastern borders of the Caspian region can hardly reach to European 

markets, because the issue of Caspian delimitation is not resolved yet.  

Because of the issues related with seabed delimitation, currently tensions among Caspian littoral states 

are running very high. In this year, Turkmenistan ordered new battleships and held Khazar 2012 military 

exercises; Kazakhstan strengthened its Navy by acquiring its first speed patrol boat and is expecting an 

additional two for 2013. Iran has about 90 small and medium-sized military vessels in the Caspian, which 
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constitute 3rd of its naval fleet. Azerbaijan is also acquiring new battleships in the Caspian basin and 

installing 7 radar stations to fight against piracy and drug smuggling. Russia also held the Caucasus 2012 

military maneuvers, covering three regions—the Caspian, the Black Sea and Caucasus—to show off its 

force to other actors in the region.  

It’s not a secret that Russia is the strongest power in the Caspian region and since I’m not a diplomat, I’ll 

mention the obvious fact that Russia is pursuing control over the energy market of Europe. There are 

reasons why Russia’s role in Garabagh and Abkhazia conflicts seems so suspicious.  

For example, a few months ago Armenian military conducted drills simulating attacks on Azerbaijan’s 

energy infrastructure. Armenians would be using Russian produced S300 rockets to hit our energy 

transit facilities. During a press conference, following the drills, Armenian General Davtian stipulated 

that “In particular, I can stress that we modeled several strikes on oil and gas infrastructures, energy 

carriers that would affect the economy.”  

It should be mentioned that such an attack by Armenian side would not only affect Azerbaijani 

economy, but also undermine Euro-Atlantic energy security. It would render South Caucasus as 

unreliable route for energy transit. I’ll mention again that diversification of energy sources is one of the 

major points in energy security strategy of Euro-Atlantic community.  

So, it is in the best interests of Euro-Atlantic countries and Azerbaijan to develop a framework of 

cooperation to protect the energy that is produced by Azerbaijan and consumed by NATO countries. 

Shared interests mean shared responsibility. Considering our common strategic interests, we hope that 

in the soonest time a joint security mechanism will be developed to protect our energy facilities.   

Thank you for your attention.  

 


